may take out six or seven, and all the rest Servants, and
Retayners.
William zd & Philip 3d Earles were gallant and handsome
persons: they espoused not Learning, but were addicted
to Field sports and Hospitality. Earle William entertained at
Wilton, at his own Cost, King James the first, during the
space of many moneths.
King Charles Ist did love Wilton above all places : and
came thither every Sommer. It was HE, that did put Philip
(ist) Earle of Pembroke upon makeing this magnificent Garden
and Grotto, and to new-build that side of the House that fronts
the Garden with two stately Pavilions at Each end, all al
Italiano. Wilton-garden was the third garden of the Italian
mode. But in the time of King Charles lid, Gardening was
much improved and became common: I doe beleeve, I may
modestly affirm, that there is now (1691) ten times as much
gardning about London as there was in A° 1660 : and we have
been since that time much improved in foreign plants : especially
since about 1683, there have been exotick Plants brought into
England, no lesse than seven thousand.
William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke was a most noble
Person, and the Glory of the Court in the Reignes of King
James and King Charles. He was handsome, and of an admir-
able presence. He was the greatest Maecenas to learned Men of
any Peer of his time : or since. He was very generous and open
handed: He gave a noble Collection of choice Bookes, and
Manuscripts to the Bodlaean Library at Oxford, which remain
ther as an honourable Monument of his Munificence. 'Twas
thought, had he not been suddenly snatcht away by Death
(to the grief of all learned, and good men) that He would have
been a great Benefactor to Pembroke Colledge in Oxford;
whereas there remains only from him a great piece of Plate,
that He gave there.
His Nativity was calculated by old Mr. Thomas Allen:
his death was foretold, which happened true at the time prae-
dicted, at his House at Baynards Castle in Londoru He was
very well in health; but because of the Fatal Direction which
He lay under, he made a great Entertainment (a Supper) for
his Friends : ate and dranke plentifully; went well to bed, a&d
died in his sleep.
Earl William was a most magnificent and brave Peer, and
loved learned men. He was a good Scholar, and delighted in
Poetrie: and did sometimes (for his Diversion) write some
Sonnets and Epigrammes, which deserve Commendation:
some of them are in print. He was of an Heroiq, and publick
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